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S 
ince the 1970’s, researchers have been tracking the decline of the Eastern Log-

gerhead Shrike in Canada.  In the early 1990’s it was estimated that roughly 100 

birds existed in Ontario, and over the past 15 years the population has continued 

to decline giving the Eastern Loggerhead Shrike a reputation for being  one of the most 

rapidly disappearing grassland birds in Canada.

In 2004 a new volunteer program was implemented in Napanee to scout for shrikes 

outside one of the last remaining core breeding areas -  the Napanee alvar. � e Adopt-

a-Site program was immediately successful and expanded in 2008 to the Smiths Falls, 

Pembroke and Renfrew areas.  � e volunteer eff orts in these areas were instrumental in 

identifying breeding pairs in locations where they have not been observed for years.

� is year the Adopt-a-Site program will be implemented in the second core breeding 

area that is still home to shrikes - the Carden alvar.  With the Carden shrike population 

seemingly on the rise, this volunteer involvement comes not a moment too soon.  Shrike 

numbers in the area have been steadily increasing since 2006.  In 2008, 16 pairs were 

located - the highest population recorded since before the 1990’s.  � e increase seen over 

the past few years corresponds with remarkable success in the captive breeding and release 

program which has released approximately 100 young from the fi eld-breeding program 

in each of the last 3 years.  Indeed, of the 16 pairs located in Carden in 2008, 6 were 

composed of a captive-born and released bird paired with a wild mate.

With so many positive signs we are hopeful that the numbers continue to increase and 

shrikes begin re-claiming territories that were once used for breed-

ing but have remained empty for years.  A small group of 

keen and dedicated volunteers are gearing up to help with 

survey eff orts in the Carden area this year.  Volunteers 

in Napanee, Smiths Falls and Pembroke/Renfrew 

will also be out in full force again this year.  

With an expanded Adopt-a-Site program, in 

addition to other new recovery program initia-

tives, we hope to ensure that all suitable habitat  

is frequently surveyed and that we will begin to 

see shrikes in these areas again!
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About the Project

In May of 2003, Wildlife Preservation Canada 

signed a Conservation Agreement with Environ-

ment Canada - Ontario Region, making WPC 

responsible for coordinating and implementing 

the recovery action plan of the Eastern Logger-

head Shrike in Ontario.

For More Information

To learn more about the recovery action plan, 

email <info@shrike.ca> or visit <www.shrike.ca>. 

You can also contact Wildlife Preservation Canada 

toll-free at 1-800-956-6608 or via email at 

<admin@wildlifepreservation.ca> or by writing to 

RR#5, 5420 Highway 6 N., Guelph, ON  N1H 6J2.

Project Partners

Bird Studies Canada • Environment Canada • 

Coochiching Conservancy • Ontario Ministry of 

Natural Resources • Canadian Association of Zoos 

and Aquariums • Toronto Zoo • Wildlife Preserva-

tion Canada • Over 250 Ontario Landowners • 

Numerous Local Naturalist Groups • and more to 

come!

OSDFKASH

MY RETURN TO THE BUSH by Kristin � iessen

T
he Bush”:  A place in 

the country, far away 

from city life, sur-

rounded by nature, accessible 

only by a rugged dirt path with 

a rustic, “vintage” cabin at the 

end of it, sporting sun-warmed 

water, or lack thereof, and a 

testy generator.  � at was life 

for me this past spring when I 

made my debut into the world 

of Eastern Loggerhead Shrike captive breeding at the 

Carden fi eld site near Orillia, and I almost wouldn’t have 

had it any other way.  Now this spring I will be heading 

back out to “� e Bush” to prepare for a new breeding 

season, however this year I’m off  to the Dyer’s Bay site 

on the Bruce Peninsula.  

However, this journey did not start here.  It began 

with an exciting volunteer job as “the data entry girl” 

at Wildlife Preservation Canada’s head offi  ce in Guelph 

over two years ago as I began my undergraduate degreee 

in Wildlife Biology at the University of Guelph.  It is 

there that I really began to love and appreciate wildlife, 

shrikes specifi cally, but it wasn’t until “� e Bush” that 

wildlife preservation truly became a reality for me. 

� rough twice daily feeding rounds, hours of behav-

ioural observations, and lots of dish washing and insect 

care, I watched as pairs of shrikes found love, eggs 

became nestlings peeking their heads out of the nest, and 

new fl edglings determinedly learned how to fl y and catch 

their own prey.  By the time the young were ready to be 

released into the wild, I had come to feel like more of a 

parent to them than just the girl that brought them their 

food.....like I said, I had come to feel like their parent.  

And like a parent, seeing this new 

generation of young fl y away into 

the great big world, I couldn’t help 

but feel a little bittersweet about 

it, knowing the struggles that they 

would face and yet realizing the 

amazing impact that they would 

have on the recovery of this species. 

 Now this spring, despite its com-

fort-lacking features, I’m ready to 

return to “� e Bush” and do it all 

over again and more.  So watch out Carden because this 

will be Dyer’s Bay’s most productive summer yet…..in 

the spirit of friendly competition, of course!

�
OE �EBRUN�SOUTHCOTT
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HABITAT STEWARDSHIP EFFORTS
Adapted from an article that appeared in Ontario Birds (Journal of the Ontario Field Ornithologists, Volume 26 Number 
3, December 2008)

O
ntario’s shrike habitat is shrinking: nearly all 

of the original grassland and savannahs in the 

province have been plowed under or paved 

over. At the same time, much of the cattle pasture 

that provided a substitute has been abandoned in recent 

years. Meanwhile, increasing development is fragment-

ing much of the remaining habitat. � us, habitat stew-

ardship was identifi ed as an important component of the 

shrike recovery eff ort. 

One of the key challenges of shrike habitat stewardship 

is the fact that much of the habitat lies on private land. 

� anks to personal contact, media coverage and public 

outreach, we have developed a solid base of landowner 

support for the recovery eff ort. In 2008, more than 

80% of the landowners we contacted were supportive 

and allowed staff  on their land for shrike monitoring 

and site evaluation. Between 2001 and 2008, more than 

50 voluntary stewardship agreements and conservation 

agreements were signed with landowners in core shrike 

areas to protect, restore, or improve shrike habitat. 

Under the federally funded Habitat Stewardship Pro-

gram, launched in 2000/01, many landowners have 

received advice and grants to make their property more 

attractive to shrikes. In many cases this involved install-

ing fencing so that abandoned pastures could be grazed - 

a winning situation for both farmers and shrikes. 

Where needed, we removed encroaching cedars, thinned 

overgrown grasslands, planted nest/perch trees and 

shrubs, and enhanced water sources for livestock. In 

total, since 2001, we have worked with landowners and 

volunteers to restore or improve more than 6200 hect-

ares of key shrike habitat (Table 1).

Shrike numbers are shrinking faster than would be 

expected based on habitat availability on the summer 

range, implying other factors are causing the population 

decline. However, it is clear that habitat restoration work 

is making an impact. Today, more than half the wild 

population is nesting on properties that were enhanced 

or restored through the stewardship program.

Table 1: Hectares of shrike habitat restored or improved 2001-2008

Fencing improves shrike habitat.

KYRA HOWES

Year

Area of shrike habitat 

restored/improved (ha)

2001 862

2002 350

2003 115

2004 680

2005 900

2006 207

2007 1575

2008 1600+

TOTAL At least 6289
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Volunteers stacking brush.

HABITAT 

O
n the limestone plain of Napanee, red cedars 

can take over a fi eld quicker than you can say 

goodbye to the grass they choke out. 

“� ey’re brutal once they get a foothold on your prop-

erty,” says farmer Carl Craigen. “Nothing will grow. � e 

sun can’t even get in.”

With economic conditions forcing many cattle farmers 

out of business, more and more of the densely packed 

cedars are springing up on abandoned fi elds. � at’s bad 

news for Eastern Loggerhead Shrikes, since the grassland 

bird depends on cattle pasture for the mice, voles and 

other creatures that make up its diet. 

Fortunately, this traditional shrike nesting area is making 

a comeback, thanks to the restoration of vital habitat.

Craigen fi rst got involved in habitat stewardship more 

than a decade ago, when the Kingston Field Naturalists 

spotted shrike at the back of his home farm. Since then, 

he has cleared thousands of cedars off  his land - 5,000 

in one year alone - and installed fencing to create more 

pasture for his beef cattle.

� ose eff orts have paid off : after a long absence, shrikes 

are once again breeding on his property: a pair in 2007 

and another in 2008. 

Habitat stewardship has also been good for Craigen. It 

takes a lot of land to raise cattle on the shallow soils here, 

so the new pasture has benefi ted his 200-cow operation. 

Volunteers made the time-consuming work of clearing 

and fence building more manageable, while funding 

through the federal Habitat Stewardship Fund  and 

Ontario Species at Risk Stewardship Fund kept costs 

down. 

It’s a program he’d recommend to other farmers. Even 

the paperwork wasn’t bad at all, “and I’m no paperwork 

buff !” he says.

Down the road, Mike Clair has also taken advantage of 

the habitat stewardship program, clearing brush off  25 

acres of his property and replacing rickety cedar fences 

with wire ones. 

Now he can put out his cows without worrying they’ll 

escape. “It’s a lot less stressful, I can tell you that,” he 

says. 

Like Craigen, he fi rst got involved because of Chris 

Grooms, the so-called “shrike man” who drew local 

attention to the plight of this quickly disappearing bird.

Eastern Loggerhead Shrikes were a common sight when 

Clair was growing up. “It was just another squawky 

bird,” he recalls. “I remember seeing the babies out there 

learning to fl y and the parents just screaming at you: 

‘get away!’”

Now, he says, it feels good to be helping the shrike by 

restoring the habitat it depends on. And with half the 

shrikes in Napanee nesting on or near restored habitat 

in 2008, the eff orts of farmers like Clair and Craigen are 

clearly making a diff erence.

To get involved in habitat stewardship contact WPC at 

1-800-956-6608 or admin@wildlifepreservation.ca.

by Julie Stauff er


