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T
he Eastern Loggerhead Shrike is a bird that may have been seen regularly on 

cattle pastures in Grey-Bruce 50 years ago, but you wouldn’t know it today. 

Grey-Bruce and Manitoulin Island are both considered important core breeding 

areas in the northern breeding range of shrike, but have only had isolated records of pairs 

in the past 20 years. ! is year, the Eastern Loggerhead Shrike Recovery Team decided 

to expand on its wild population monitoring e" orts in Carden and Napanee, and I was 

thrilled to take on the challenge of searching for shrike in Grey-Bruce and Manitoulin 

Island. In addition to surveying across hundreds of kilometres of agricultural land, a key 

objective in this role was to foster public awareness and support within communities 

since this bird relies primarily on privately owned land for its habitat. 

Despite the disappointingly low number of shrikes observed this season, there is hope 

yet for this feisty little songbird. While attending events like the Owen Sound Fall Fair, 

or meetings with Naturalists groups, and especially through individual interactions with 

landowners, I was overwhelmed by the support our recovery work received. Not surpris-

ingly, most of the folks I met had no idea that this bird even existed! But once they got 

the name down (A Kite? A Snipe? Oh... it’s a Shrike!), and once they realized that the 

Ontario population currently has less than 25 pairs, the shock quickly turned into con-

cern.  

Landowners and community members showed their support in various ways; from taking 

the time to learn about endangered species in their 

area, to permitting access to their property for a 

survey, to making a voluntary commitment to pre-

serve the habitat on their land. 

! e response of landowners and community mem-

bers is very encouraging because the recovery of 

the Eastern Loggerhead Shrike simply isn’t feasible 

without the support of the local communities that 

manage this bird’s habitat. ! ank you Grey-Bruce 

and Manitoulin for doing your part to save the East-

ern Loggerhead Shrike!

by Kat Robbins
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About the Project

In May of 2003, Wildlife Preservation Canada signed a Con-

servation Agreement with Environment Canada - Ontario 

Region, making WPC responsible for coordinating and 

implementing the recovery program for the Eastern Log-

gerhead Shrike in Ontario.

For More Information                                                                     

To learn more about the recovery program, email <info@

shrike.ca> or visit <www.shrike.ca>. You can also contact 

Wildlife Preservation Canada toll-free at 1-800-956-6608 or 

via email at <admin@wildlifepreservation.ca> or by writing 

to RR#5, 5420 Highway 6 N., Guelph, ON  N1H 6J2.

Project Partners                

Wildlife Preservation Canada • Environment Canada • 

Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources • Couchiching Con-

servancy • Mounstberg Conservation Area •  Toronto Zoo 

• African Lion Safari • Canadian Association of Zoos and 

Aquariums • Bird Studies Canada • Over 250 Ontario Land-

owners • Numerous Local Naturalist Groups • and more to 

come!

shrike recovery: season update
by Tara Imlay

T
he 2011 season 6 eld season has drawn to a 

close and the dedicated 6 eld team have left 

their temporary summer homes in the 6 elds 

near the outdoor aviairies, where they spent their 

summer  caring for captive shrikes and watching wild 

birds.  9 e 6 eld season was full of highs and lows.  9 e 

wild population has not rebounded since declining in 

2010, however captive-reared birds continue to help aug-

ment the wild population by returning to Ontario and 

breeding successfully with wild birds.  Numbers of cap-

tive young produced this year were also lower, but a large 

number of these young were held back for the captive 

population as young breeding stock for future years.

Wild Population                                                           

9 e wild population still remains low after it dropped 

signi6 cantly from 32 pairs in 2009 to 23 pairs in 2010.  

Only 21 pairs were con6 rmed in 2011: 13 in Carden, 

7 in Napanee and 1 in Pembroke.  Two shrikes were 

observed at the same site in Manitoulin in early April, 

but a late snowstorm in April shortly after the birds were 

observed likely disrupted any breeding behaviour – the 

last breeding pair in Manitoulin was observed in 2000.  

9 e majority of wild pairs successfully bred, ? edgling at 

least 48 young.

Interestingly at least 22 single shrikes were reported in 

Ontario this year by 6 eld staD  and volunteers.  Hope-

fully next year these single birds will be able to 6 nd each 

other and produce young.

9 ree captive-reared birds returned to Ontario this year.  

One of the birds bred in Carden with a wild female and 

successfully produced at least three young.  9 is bird was 

bred at the Toronto Zoo in 2010 and released in Carden, 

an alternative release approach called “hacking”.  9 is is 

our 6 rst returning hacked bird!  We’ll be experimenting 

more with hacking in future years as a way to increase 

the number of young for release.

9 e other two returning birds were released from 

the Dyer’s Bay 6 eld site in 2007 and 2010, and both 

returned there this year.  9 is is the second year that 

one of those returning males showed up at our 6 eld site.  

Unfortunately both birds were male and despite their 

best attempts to court the captive females in our breed-

ing enclosures they did not produce young.

Geolocators                                                                  

One of the males returning to the Dyer’s Bay site this 

year was released with a geolocator in 2010.  He was 

caught, the device was removed, but once again the 

device had malfunctioned and only the initial, very early 

migratory movements in Ontario had been recorded.  

9 is is more data than was retrieved in 2010, but still 

a disappointing result.  Geolocators represent our best 

chance to learn more about the migration routes and 

wintering grounds of this species – a big knowledge gap 

that is currently hindering recovery eD orts.
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Sixteen birds were released with geolocators this year.  

! e birds were equipped with a silver band over a red 

band on the left leg and no bands on the right.  Please 

keep your eyes peeled next spring and report all shrike 

sightings to us!  (1-800-956-6608, admin@wildlifep-

reservation.ca)

Captive population                                                        

93 # edglings were produced by captive birds in 2011 

and 21 young were released.  ! is is a lower than previ-

ous years and is due to a higher than normal level of 

mortality among our captive young this year.  We are 

working with veterinarians from the Toronto Zoo and 

Ontario Veterinary College to determine the cause of 

this mortality.  ! e deaths do not appear to be due to an 

infectious disease.

We also retained a large number of the young as breed-

ing stock for the future, which will provide an infusion 

of young breeders to produce young for the next 8-10 

years and enhance the genetic integrity of our captive 

population.

New partners in recovery                                               

In 2011 the Mountsberg Raptor Centre at Mountsberg 

Conservation Area built a new facility that will house 12 

additional shrikes over the winter and provide space for 

6 breeding pairs next summer.  ! is facility represents 

our best knowledge around shrike enclosure design and 

housing.  Extra-wide enclosures and hawthorns are avail-

able for the shrikes in their pens.  ! e 12 shrikes spend-

ing the winter at Mountsberg this year were transferred 

on September 9th and sta$  were very excited to meet 

their new charges!

In addition to a new facility, our biologists in Grey-

Bruce, Carden and Napanee contacted many landowners 

who are interested in becoming more involved in shrike 

recovery through habitat conservation.  We also had 

111 Grassland Bird Survey volunteers participate in the 

survey this year (up from 85 in 2010) who spent count-

less hours driving to their survey locations and counting 

birds, including many Species at Risk!

Kia Koru the Kakapo

Alex McPhail, Carden Field Technician, was 

involved in a contest to host Kia Ora the Kakapo 

and win a trip to the Society of Conservation Biol-

ogy conference in New Zealand.  Below is his entry.  

Kia Ora meets the Eastern Loggerhead Shrike  

Upon her safe arrival at the Carden ! eld site, Kia Ora 

quickly befriends a captive bred Eastern Loggerhead 

Shrike " edgling undergoing the initial stages of its 

release into the wild. Although a comically unusual 

couple, both birds share the sombre reality of extinc-

tion without the help of dedicated individuals and 

fundamental conservation initiatives.   On release day, 

the shrikes gracefully take " ight carrying with them the 

innocent humility of expanding the wild population 

so that one day, we might see this aerial master ! ll the 

skies once again.

Watch Species Recovery in Action!  

! is year’s  Carden % eld sta$  (Jane Lapierre, Angela 

Capelle and Alex McPhail) put together a photo 

slideshow of the % eld season which is available for 

In di&  cult years, the support of the community either 

as a landowner, volunteer or donor is even more impor-

tant.  We greatly appreciate the support of everyone who 

continues to be involved in the recovery of this unique 

songbird!
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2011 GRASSLAND BIRD SURVEY
by Erica Lagios

E
ach year we are becoming more aware that 

grassland bird species are experiencing signi! cant 

and widespread population declines throughout 

North America.  For instance, the eastern meadowlark, 

bobolink and barn swallow were all listed as threatened 

this year by the Committee on the Status of Endangered 

Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC).  Ontario supports a 

substantial area of breeding habitat for grassland birds 

in North America, making it a priority for conservation 

e" orts.  # e Grassland Bird Survey (GBS) was initiated 

in 2009 to monitor trends in the abundance and distri-

bution of grassland birds, and to locate Species-at-Risk.

# e 2011 GBS was our most successful year yet with 

111 participants.  Volunteers surveyed 703 stops and 

recorded the presence of 168 bird species, including 

several Species-at-Risk.  # is was a substantial increase 

in survey e" ort from both 2009 and 2010.  # e 10 

most abundant grassland birds across Ontario were the 

American crow, American gold! nch, American robin, 

barn swallow, bobolink, eastern meadowlark, European 

starling, red-winged blackbird, Savannah sparrow and 

song sparrow.  

In 2011 volunteers reported 12 observations of Eastern 

Loggerhead Shrikes and 25 observations of other Spe-

cies-at-Risk, including the common nighthawk, golden-

winged warbler, Henslow’s sparrow, northern bobwhite 

and red-headed woodpecker.  In addition, over 500 

observations of bobolink were reported.  # ese sightings 

are important for ongoing conservation e" orts aimed at 

monitoring population trends.

To better understand the relative importance of habi-

tats occupied by species of high conservation concern, 

mean abundance and species diversity for sites where 

bobolink, eastern meadowlark, ! eld sparrow, eastern log-

gerhead shrike and upland sandpiper were present were 

compared to sites where these species were absent.  # e 

majority of species were more abundant on sites where 

the above species were present, however only sites where 

bobolink and eastern meadowlark were found had a 

higher level of species diversity.  # is suggests that habi-

tat occupied by bobolink and eastern meadowlark may 

be important to more species than expected.

With the support of so many dedicated volunteers, we 

hope that future surveys will continue to help us increase 

our knowledge of grassland bird assemblages.  # is 

knowledge will help focus recovery e" orts and bene! t 

a wide variety of species.  For more information, please 

contact admin@wildlifepreservation.ca, or 1-800-956-

6608.

FROM TOP LEFT, CLOCKWISE: BOBOLINK, GOLDEN WINGED WARBLER,  
COMMON NIGHTHAWK & RED HEADED WOODPECKER. 


