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Letter from the Executive Director WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE DO
Wildlife Preservation Canada is a lean, hands-on 
organization based in Guelph, Ontario.  Since 
1985, we have worked to save critically endan-
gered species both in Canada and around the 
world - species whose numbers are so low that 
a great deal more than habitat protection is 
required to recover them.

Wildlife Preservation Canada believes that 
extinction is forever. The loss of  any one species 
can damage the web of  life, resulting in unex-
pected environmental changes that impact other 
species, including our own.   Without urgent 
action, these irreplaceable animals will be gone 
forever.

Wildlife Preservation Canada is the only 
national, charitable organization in Canada that 
focuses exclusively on the active recovery of  
critically endangered wildlife. We use applied 
scientific knowledge and practical hands-on 
recovery tools such as captive breeding, reintro-
ductions and translocations. We are also the first 
nonprofit organization to be the lead in imple-
menting a Species Recovery Action Plan under 
Section 11 of  the federal government’s Species 
at Risk Act.  

Professional training, scientific field research, 
captive breeding, reintroduction, population 
management, habitat stewardship, public educa-
tion and community involvement - Wildlife Pres-
ervation Canada uses each of  these important 
tools to pull species from the brink of  extinc-
tion.  Species such as the Mauritius kestrel, pink 
pigeon and echo parakeet would be extinct today 
if  it were not for Wildlife Preservation Canada 
and its sister organizations.  We are increasingly 
applying what we learned overseas to endan-
gered species recovery efforts in Canada.

WILDLIFE PRESERVATION CANADA

In addition to our involvement with species 
recovery, a special priority is building Canada’s 
conservation capacity by training young scien-
tists to create a network of  skilled professionals 
who will drive conservation efforts in Canada 
and around the world for decades to come.  This 
is done through our Canada’s New Noahs train-
ing program and by supporting dedicated Cana-
dian conservation biologists undertaking applied 
research with risk species.

Wildlife Preservation Canada was established in 
1985 by the late author and naturalist, Gerald 
Durrell, and is primarily funded through individ-
ual, foundation and corporate donations.   Any 
government funding we receive is directed to 
restricted program activities.  

Wildlife Preservation Canada, with the support 
of  donors like you, has supported significant sci-
entific advances with over 30 endangered species 
in Canada and around the world, from birds to 
foxes to lemurs to bumblebees.   You are vital to 
helping us save animals from extinction. Thank-
you.

We are committed to building scientific capacity in 
Canada through the support, training and mentorship 
provided to young biologists including: selecting our 
23rd Canada’s New Noah, bringing Dr. Sheila Colla 
on as a post-doctoral fellow through a grant from 
Natural Sciences and Research Council of  Canada 
and acting as the mentor organization for Dr. Chris-
tina Davy’s Liber Ero post-doctoral fellowship.  

In 2013 Wildlife Preservation Canada receivede two 
awards in recognition of  our work: the 2013 Ontario 
Endangered Species Act Conference Award for 
the “pragmatic, scientific and collaborative approach 
in efforts to save eastern loggerhead shrike, freshwa-
ter turtles, massasauga rattlesnakes and bumblebees 
in Ontario”; and the 2012 Parks Canada – Atlantic 
Region CEO Award of  Excellence for our work 
with piping plovers.  In addition we were ranked as 
one of  the top seven environmental charities in 
Canada by Charity Intelligence.

Funding for our expanded activities was made pos-
sible thanks to the continued generosity of  individual 
donors, foundations and corporations as well as our 
long-standing partners in provincial and federal min-
istries.    Thank you for your contributions towards 
saving species from extinction and thereby preserv-
ing Canada’s biodiversity.
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Established in 1985, Wildlife Preservation 
Canada is a non-profit organisation (Reg. 
#89171 0535 RR0001) dedicated to saving 
critically endangered animal species from 
extinction.  
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Guelph, ON  N1H 6J2
Tel:  519-836-9314  1-800-956-6608
www.wildlifepreservation.ca 
email:  admin@wildlifepreservation.ca

As the “911 emergency” organization for endan-
gered animal species in Canada, Wildlife Preserva-
tion is on the front lines of  conservation; managing, 
funding and implementing science-based, hands-on 
programs to save some of  the most vulnerable spe-
cies from extinction.

In 2013, in response to the growing need,  we signifi-
cantly increased both the breadth and depth of  our 
conservation programs. We supported 16 projects 
across the country involving 21 species, ranging 
from establishing a conservation breeding program 
for the critically endangered Taylor’s checkerspot 
butterfly on Denman Island BC, to the Ord’s kan-
garoo rat and swift fox in Alberta and Saskatch-
ewan, to  five freshwater turtle species in Ontario, 
to swallows in Atlantic Canada. In response to 
dramatic declines in insect pollinator species we 
launched a National Native Pollinator Conserva-
tion Program and hosted the “2013 Native Pollina-
tor Conservation: Next Steps” workshop, continued 
to search for the first federally listed bumblebee, 
the rusty-patched bumblebee, and in partner-
ship with several other organizations, launched the 
bumblebeewatch.org citizen science website.We 
also expanded conservation projects for threatened 
and endangered reptiles to include the massasauga 
rattle snake, Fowler’s toad, eastern foxsnake and 
western painted turtles.
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With fewer than 1,000 breeding pairs of  this 
prairie species remaining in Canada, the burrow-
ing owl is listed as endangered. The Canadian 
Wildlife Service predicts that, unless its declining 
population trends are reversed, the burrowing 
owl will disappear from the prairies within a few 
decades. 

Wildlife Preservation Canada has been involved 
in the recovery of  the burrowing owl since 1995, 
acknowledging that a long-term commitment 
is what it takes to establish a sustainable popu-
lation. The 84 captive bred yearlings released 
at three different locations in B.C. produced 
29 successful nests, resulting in 130 juveniles. 
The total numbers have declined over the past 
two years, from 2011 when 257 juveniles were 
banded. Poor weather  contributed to the dif-
ficult season. 

The soft-release technique pioneered by Wild-
life Preservation Canada is noted as being a key 
factor in the improved post-release survival of  
the owls. The migratory return rates have tripled. 

Burrowing Owl

Pictured above is a 10-day-old nestling eastern 
loggerhead shrike. Since 2001, Wildlife Preserva-
tion Canada has been breeding these endangered 
birds in field aviaries to augment the wild popu-
lation. In 1997, there were only 18 breeding pairs 
of  shrike remaining in Canada in a handful of  
isolated pockets. It is hoped that the birds we 
are introducing to the historic habit will halt the 
decline of  the species and return it to sustainable 
levels. 

Since beginning the program, we have released 
over 700 captive-bred shrikes. We have learned 
our birds are successful in the wild, having 
discovered over 40 of  our released birds have 
returned to breed in the areas we are monitoring.

We thank the dedicated and enthusiastic field 
interns, birders, volunteers and private landown-
ers, whose support has made this possible.  We 
also thank our partner facilities - The Toronto 
Zoo, Mountsberg Raptor Centre and African 
Lion Safari. 

Eastern Loggerhead 
Shrike

Fowler’s Toad

Fowler’s toad is facing a severe threat of  extirpa-
tion from Canada. Found only on the shores of  
Lake Erie in Ontario, it is believed that only 300 
breeding individuals remain in small, widely scat-
tered populations. The Fowler’s toad is only one 
of  two species of  toads found in Ontario, the 
other being the American toad, which is more 
warty and has a spotted belly, unlike the white 
belly of  the Fowler’s toad. Like many other 
shoreline species, Fowler’s toad is threatened 
principally by loss and degradation of  its habitat 
due to invasive reeds.

Spring surveys kicked off  the season with an 
enthusiastic team going out at night and listening 
for the different frog and toad calls. Three artifi-
cial ponds were created in the Long Point area to 
attract Fowler’s toads.  Other at-risk amphibian 
and reptile species came to the ponds but Fowl-
er’s toads were not found to use them, though 
the team did locate one pair mating early in the 
season elsewhere. A Fowler’s toad egg mass that 
had been laid in water that had pooled on a dune 
was relocated to the ponds to study the growth 
rates at different densities.   

Canada’s New 
Noahs 

British Columbia native Myles Lamont joined 
the ranks of  Canada’s New Noahs and found 
himself  in Mauritius working with some of  the 
most endangered birds in the world, including 
the echo parakeet, pictured above. Myles spent 
a large amount of  time with the echos, with 
over 150 nest sites needing regular checking and 
banding chicks. Myles also took the opportunity 
to visit the seabird centre in Cape Town, South 
Africa, where they are doing reintroduction work 
with endangered African penguins.  

Launched 25 years ago, the Canada’s New Noah 
program fills a missing component of  conserva-
tion education, providing hands-on training with 
experienced professionals in the field. Young 
biologists are trained in the techniques required 
to breed endangered species in captivity, reintro-
duce them in the wild, and manage wild popula-
tions. Graduates of  the program contribute to 
the legacy of  conservation in Canada and have 
created a network of  skilled Canadian conserva-
tion biologists who focus on endangered and 
threatened species. 



Wildlife Preservation CanadaWildlife Preservation Canada - 6 - - 7 - 

Freshwater Turtles

The massasauga is Ontario’s only remaining ven-
omous reptile and in First Nations’ traditions is 
the medicine keeper of  the land.  In 2013, we 
had teams working with two populations - the 
Ojibway population in the Carolinian region and 
the Georgian Bay population along the eastern 
shoreline. Both populations are threatened by 
habitat loss, road mortality and persecution by 
humans. We want to find out if  we can success-
fully translocate these snakes to safer and more 
suitable habitat to give them a chance at survival. 

The Ojibway team began surveying, spotting 
19 individuals and monitoring three gravid 
females. On Georgian Bay, the team surgically 
implanted transmitters to monitor masssasaugas 
from spring through to their fall hibernation to 
determine the feasibility of  translocations. Of  
20 massasaugas, 18 remained at the hibernacula 
to which they were translocated, a high rate of  
success considering that a majority of  snakes 
return to the same hibernacula year after year. 
Translocations may prove to be a useful tool for 
conservation of  this species. 

Oregon Spotted 
Frog

The Oregon spotted frog has the unhappy dis-
tinction of  being one of  Canada’s most endan-
gered organisms, and is on the brink of  extirpa-
tion from Canada.  It is now found only in Brit-
ish Columbia’s Fraser Valley, where it is believed 
that perhaps 300 breeding individuals remain.  In 
2011, Wildlife Preservation Canada established 
the Wetlands Wildlife Recovery Initiative in the 
lower Vancouver mainland that includes the 
Oregon spotted frog and western painted turtle 
(see Freshwater Turtles).  

Our team released 325 captive-raised frogs in 
October and implemented a study comparing 
growth rates of  captive bred frogs with frogs 
raised from wild egg masses. Though hatching 
success was significantly lower with the captive-
bred egg masses, both groups grew at roughly 
the same rate. 

We will continue studying habitat use and head-
starting success, which will rely on radio-telem-
etry data from captive-reared frogs released into 
the wetlands. 

Ord’s Kangaroo Rat

The Ord’s kangaroo rat is the only species of  
kangaroo rat native to Canada and is one of  
Alberta’s most endangered animals. Their habitat 
is open arid landscapes where they do not spread 
disease or have a negative effect on crops, but 
these areas, such as the Sand Hill’s undeveloped 
dunes, are becoming fragmented. The small 
populations remaining are isolated and not sus-
tainable.

In the second year of  a three year study to test 
translocations of  the Ord’s kangaroo rat, Dr. 
Darren Bender of  the University of  Calgary and 
his team, translocated seven kangaroo rats. This 
year, three of  the individuals were radio tagged. 
One of  the radio-tagged rats relocated within 
about 100 m of  the release site where it eventu-
ally established a permanent home and become 
pregnant, a strong indicator that the transloca-
tion is successful. The search for the remaining 
individuals continues in 2014 and the success of  
translocation as a technique to ensure their sur-
vival in this area will continue to be evaluated. 

Seven of  Canada’s eight native freshwater tur-
tles are currently at risk. Since 2004, when we 
launched a research project into nesting suc-
cess in two of  Ontario’s largest, most important 
turtle nesting areas, we have expanded our work 
with freshwater turtles to the western painted 
turtle in British Columbia.

Our team in Ontario has, since 2005, saved over 
8,000 Blanding’s, northern map, snapping, spiny 
softshell (pictured above) and spotted turtle 
hatchlings. Nest protection and relocation and 
artificial incubation in a lab setting ensure that a 
large number of  nests hatch, and mark-recapture  
surveying allow the team to monitor the long-
term success of  the turtles in the wild. 

In British Columbia, the team is experimenting 
with headstarting - keeping the hatchlings warm, 
fed and safe for an extra year to give them an 
advantage when they are released to the wild. 

Follow the blogs at wildlifepreservation.ca

Massasauga 
Rattlesnake
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Insect pollinators are vital to the health of  the 
environment as well as the economy, but they 
are declining dramatically across the globe. With 
over 140,000 species in Canada, over one fifth 
of  these are insects, many of  which play a vital 
role in pollination.  Butterflies, flies, moths, bee-
tles and, most importantly bees, pollinate native 
plants and crops.

Dr. Sheila Cola, our project leader, surveyed for 
the native rusty-patched bumblebee (top left) in 
its historic habitat in Ontario in 2013 to collect 
mated queens to establish a captive colony for 
releases. Sadly, she and her team were unable to 
find even one rusty-patched bumble bee, indi-

Maritime Swallows Swift Fox

Once common from Manitoba through Alberta, 
the swift fox vanished from the prairies in the 
1930’s. Wildlife Preservation Canada partici-
pated in reintroducing the little fox to the wild 
which helped establish a small but apparently 
self-sustaining population in Saskatchewan and 
southern Alberta. Thanks to these reintroduc-
tions, the 2005/6 census stated, “this continued 
growth indicates that this is the most successful 
reintroduction of  a nationally extirpated carni-
vore to date.” While now listed as threatened, 
population censuses for the swift fox to deter-
mine their presence, numbers, and/or a decrease 
or stabilization over time are important steps to 
helping this little house cat sized fox.

Wildlife Preservation Canada continues to moni-
tor the health of  the returned population of  
the foxes. In Calgary, Cynthia Moehrenschlager 
who participated in the reintroductions, is apply-
ing rigorous new scientific techniques to earlier 
census data to refine population modelling and 
provide accurate designation of  critical swift fox 
habitat in Canada. 

Native Pollinators

cating that species may have already disappeared 
from Canada. We are have broadened our pol-
linator program in hopes that we are not too late 
to save other species. 

Taylor’s checkerspot butterfly, (centre) seemed 
to have disappeared from Canada but has been 
since found on Denman Island, B.C. Our team 
there collected eggs to begin a captive breeding 
facility in attempts to ensure its continued sur-
vival.  The karner blue butterfly (right), depends 
on wild lupine for survival, is listed as extirpated 
meaning it has disappeared from Canada. Habitat 
in southern Ontario is being evaluated with the 
hope of  reintroducing the species to Canada.

The decline of  the four species of  swallow 
found in maritime Canada is greater than any 
other group of  birds in North America, and 
the exact causes of  the declines are unknown. 
The bank, barn, tree and cliff  (shown above) 
swallows are facing habitat loss, predation, food 
availability and wintering ground issues. The 
bank and barn swallows have been designated as 
threatened.

Tara Imlay, past Canada’s New Noah, is launch-
ing her team to find answers, using a combina-
tion of  radio telemetry and direct observations 
to track swallow foraging and roosting trips to 
and from nesting colonies. Checking swallow 
nests entails precarious balancing on ladders 
in old barns and cliff  areas, sometimes using a 
dental mirror to peer inside the nest.    
The data compiled through these surveys will set 
the foundation for  determining why these birds 
have declined up to 98%.

Follow the blogs at wildlifepreservation.ca

Bats
Our turtle biologist, Dr. Christina Davy, went a 
bit bats in 2013, as she did some investigating 
into the fungus that causes white nose syndrome 
(WNS) and is decimating bat populations across 
North America. The fungus that causes WNS is 
moving westward, and we need to keep track of  
its progress to figure out what effect it is having. 
She and a team explored mines in eastern 
Ontario, discovering little brown bats (left) dis-
playing symptoms of  the syndrome. By tracking 
the spread, we can begin to coordinate a Cana-
dian response. 
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Wildlife Preservation Canada is pleased and honoured to recognise the following donors whose out-
standing generosity has made our critical conservation activities possible.  We are grateful to the thou-
sands of other donors and volunteers who contributed throughout the year.  We apologise if we have 
inadvertently omitted your name.

Thank You!

($150,000 or more)
Environment Canada
Ontario Ministry of  Natural Resources

($20,000 to 100,000)
The Molson Foundation
The Rogers Foundation
The Schad Foundation

Corporate & Foundation Partners
($10,000 to $19,999)
Cenovus Energy
K.M. Hunter Foundation
Mountain Equipment Co-op 
Pollinator Partnership
The Sitka Foundation

($5,000 to $9,999)
Altitude Sports 
Hylcan Foundation
The Kathleen-Mary and Walter Barron
    Family Foundation

($250 - $4,999)
Alan and Patricia Koval Family Foundation
Anonymous Foundation
Boiler Inspection & Insurance
Fluid Clarification Inc.
Don and Hazel Williams Foundation
J. Sutton Communications
The Patrick Hodgson Family Foundation
World Wildlife Fund

Honour Roll of  Donors
Preserver of  Wildlife 
($20,000 and above)
Martha Rogers

Guardian of  Wildlife
$5,000 - $9,999)
Estate of  Donald Scrimshaw

Patron of  Wildlife
($1,000-$4,999)
Elizabeth Aszkanazy
Brian Dawson
Morwenna Edward
John Grandy
Ellen Hand
Arnold Irwin
Gail Luckhart
Patricia McKenzie
Anson McKim
Alec Monro
E.M. Moran
Roberta Olenick
Ottawa Soccer Club Icebreaker
   Tournament
Bridget Stutchbury

Benefactor of  Wildlife 
($500-$999)
Barbara Alderson
Robert Armstrong
Cindy Clarke
Douglas Day
Kathryn Dempster
     Nicholson
Dorothea Godt
Jocelyn Howden
Martin Kuhn
Viola Loewen
Rod McFadyen 
William Noble
William Waters
Laurie White
Wilyn Pharmacy

Friend of  Wildlife
($250-$499)
Brian Armstrong
Barry Attridge
Lorna Bethell
Nancy Biehl
Christine Blakely
Constance Boldt
Suzanne Bond
Martha Jo Breithaupt
Deanne Buller
Cynthea Cooch
John Crookshank
Anne Curtis
Sarah Curtis
Till & Irene Davy
Marilynne Day-Linton
Robert Gillespie
Martha Hallward
Randal Heide
Louise Hoover
IBM Canada Ltd. 
Melanie Isbister
Ivars Kops 
Patricia Kotow

Naomi Lee
D. Macaulay
Marion Magee
Laura Mallick
R. Gordon Marantz
Nancy McFadyen
Stephanie McLarty
John McLean
Gayle Morton
Nancy S. Netting
Mary Jane Phillips
R. Richardson
David Ross
Adele Runikis
Donald Stark
Marvin Tarek
Tiger Fera Investments
     Inc.
Chris von Boetticher
Ken & Lynda Whiteford
Barbara Whitley
Dawn Williams
Elaine Williams
Davinia Withington
Richard Wozny

Annual Dinner & Auction

Auctioneer
Jay Mandarino

Donors
13th Street Winery 
Robert Bateman 
Bloom Restaurant 
Burt’s Bees 
Carsim Trading
Chisholm’s in Stratford 
Sheila Colla
Christina Davy 
Eric Davy 
Ryan Dyment 
Leif  Einarson
Expedia Canada Corp.
Craig Gilpin, The Northwest
   Company 
Doug Hart
Henry of  Pelham Family Estates 

Henry’s Cameras
Hotel Clarendon
Peter Karsten
King West Chiropractic
     Health Centre 
La Salumeria Deli
Stephanie McLarty 
Molson
Penguin Group Canada 
Quince
Random House Canada 
Rogers
Russ McEdwards 
Alec Monro
Kathryn & Gordon Nicholson 
Lisa Renard, Renard Jewellry 
SAIL

Financial Highlights *
STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENSES AND CHANGES TO FUND BALANCES
Year ended December 31, 2013
    General Restricted Internally  Total
    Fund 2013 Fund 2013 Restricted  2013  2012
           $        $         $     $     $
 REVENUE
Individual Donations            115,315  25,000        --  140,315 127,029  
Foundation Donations   18,250           134,872      --  153,122            109,245
 Special Event    30,003       --      30,003   22,560
Federal government grants  30,000           303,312        --  333,312            274,018
Provincial government grants  39,519           286,466         --  325,985            158,945
Other grants    12,000  13,913        --    25,913         11,280
Other Income    18,247         --        --    18,247        18,250
Investment income                2,309           --         --         2,309     3,187 

               265,643          763,563                 --                1,029,206           724,514
EXPENSES
Project Implementation  56,281     34,191      --    90,472   90,720
Conservation grants  34,031            689,535        --  723,566            435,098
Grant Expenses  31,221   38,292        --    69,513              88,046
Administrative    
    and fund raising             75,027    56,505         --   131,532 121,829
Special Event       11,048                   --      --     11,048     5,907 
Web Development    1,383                   --               --                  1,383             2,7808  
                  208,991            818,523                  --            1,027,514          744,308 
Excess (Deficiency)   
     of  revenue    56,652            (54,960)            --                  1,692           (19,794)   
Fund balance
     beginning of  year           242,328        --              144,967  387,295           407,089 
Transfers between funds         (27,549)    54,960              (27,411)                 --       --
Fund balances, year end     271,431        --               117,556             388,987           387,295 
Notes:
1. The General Fund reports unrestricted revenue available for any purpose.  The General Fund records all general revenues.  
This Fund records expenses that the Board has allocated from the General Fund to mission related activities such as species recovery 
programs, professional training and education, as well as administrative operating and fund raising expenditures associated with the gen-
eral management and maintenance of  the Organisation.

2. The Restricted Fund consists of  funds available for spending that are restricted by the donor.  

3. The Internally Restricted funds are to be used to assist with the cash flow requirements of  the organization, as deemed appro-
priate by the Board. The Gerald Durrell Fund for Wildlife was created to continue the conservation work of  Gerald Durrell, and can be 
allocated to projects which fulfil that mandate. The Futures Fund was created based on a decision by the Board to allocate 50% of  any 
revenue surplus in excess of  budget to the Futures Fund annually. The first funds were deposited in 1998. The Bequest Fund was created 
in order to allocate bequests in excess of  $10,000 to this fund, to be brought into the annual budget to fund conservation programs over 
a five year period.  Fifty percent of  bequests over $100,000 will be permanently endowed.  

 *For a complete set of  the audited financial statements prepared by Robinson Lott & Brohman, please call (519) 836-9314 or 
e-mail us at admin@wildlifepreservation.ca or download from wildlifepreservation.ca.

Silvana’s Spa 
Soulpepper Theatre 
Jessica Steiner 
Stratford Festival 
Bridget Stutchbury 
Toronto Zoo
Dean Tudor   
Via Rail Canada
Chris von Boetticher 
Rosemary Waldron 
Charlotte Williams

And much gratitude to all 
our wonderful volunteers - we 
could not have done it without 
you! 

Sponsors

Wildlife Guardians
The following joined our 
monthly giving program in 
2013
Patricia Braithwaite
Merrill Jamieson
Mary Lazier Corbett
Joyce Lister
Helen Van Volkenburg

Special thanks to:
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Leave a LEGACY FOR WILDLIFE by remembering 
Wildlife Preservation Canada in your estate planning.

Besides allowing you
  to pass along a gift for the future,

a planned gift is often tax advantageous 
 for you and your loved ones. 

Contact your estate planner today, 
 and make arrangements to include 

Wildlife Preservation Canada 
 in your Will as a 

charitable beneficiary. 


