
Animal conservation requires a multi-faceted 
approach that includes habitat protection, 
community engagement, public awareness 

and education. In addition to all those critical 
elements, we provide a unique role by  
taking direct action to prevent at-risk  

species from being lost forever.

Wildlife Preservation Canada specializes in 
science-based techniques like conservation 
breeding, headstarting, and translocation. 

Our work is a team effort with government, 
educational institutions, landowners, and 

concerned individuals. 
Only when we work together will we 

see sustainable results.

Wildlife Preservation Canada 
saves critically endangered species 

whose numbers in the wild are so low 
that hands-on conservation is required 

to save them from extinction.

Wildlife Preservation Canada
5240 Highway 6 North
Guelph, ON, N1H 6J2

1-800-956-6608

Taylor’s 
Checkerspot 

Butterfly

Join Wildlife Preservation Canada 
and thousands of people who are 

helping to save Canada’s most 
endangered animals. 

Saving species from extinction across
Canada by providing direct, hands-on care.

Learn how you can help: 
wildlifepreservation.ca



Ninety percent of flowering plants 
rely on help from animals like insect 

pollinators for reproduction.

And those plants support thousands 
of other species. Insect pollinators 

such as butterflies, flies, and bees are a 
cornerstone of natural ecosystems.

Wildlife Preservation Canada’s        
Native Pollinator Initiative is a 

nationwide multi-species effort to 
save important insects from extinction 

through hands-on action.

NATIVE POLLINATOR 
INITIATIVE

Taylor’s checkerspot butterfly
(Euphydryas editha taylori) 

Status: Endangered in Canada

The Taylor’s checkerspot butterfly is a medium- 
sized butterfly with eye-catching black, orange, and 
white patterns on its wings. You can see adults flying 
around in spring to early summer.

Females will lay clusters of 20 to 
100 bright yellow eggs on plant 
stems and leaves of larval host 
plants. Larvae are selective in their 
host plants, and prefer members of 
the Figwort family, which includes 
the Plantago and Veronica genera.

Larvae are covered in dense 
brown and black hairs, and distinct 
orange dots line their back. You 
can find larvae feeding on host 
plants from spring to summer.

Adults and larvae live in moist open areas like 
meadows, roadsides, and regenerating clear-cuts, 
where their host plants can thrive. Active land 
management strategies that promote healthy 
populations of these host plants are a key part of the 
recovery plan for this species. 

Hands-on action: As a member of the 
Taylor’s Checkerspot Butterfly Recovery 
Project Team, Wildlife Preservation Canada 
leads a conservation breeding program 

that first began in 2013 following rapid declines 
in the population on Denman Island. The program 
releases hundreds of insects into the wild each 
year. Breeding programs like this are one of the only 
ways to reintroduce species to areas where they 
historically occurred. Hands-on conservation is our 
last opportunity to save this species from extinction. 

LIFE HISTORY

TAYLOR’S CHECKERSPOT 
BUTTERFLY RECOVERY PLAN

How you can help: With its small 
population size, the Taylor’s checkerspot 
butterfly is hard to find. If you see adults, 

larvae, or host plants of this endangered species, 
please let us know. Discover other ways that you can 
help at wildlifepreservation.ca

Wildlife Preservation Canada manages 
conservation recovery programs for 

the Taylor’s checkerspot butterfly 
in British Columbia and bumble bee 

species in Ontario and Alberta.

This type of transitional 
wetland habitat is an important 
breeding ground for the Taylor’s 
checkerspot butterfly.

Marsh speedwell
(Veronica scutellata)


