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Since 1985, we’ve been saving critically 
endangered species – species whose 
numbers in the wild are so low that 
hands-on conservation is required to  
save them from extinction.

Animal conservation requires a multi-
faceted approach that includes habitat 
protection, threat reduction, community 
engagement, and public education.  
In addition to all those critical elements, 
we provide a unique role by taking direct 
action to prevent at-risk species from 
being lost forever.

Wildlife Preservation Canada specializes 
in science-based techniques like 
conservation breeding, headstarting, and 
translocation. Our work is a team effort 
with government, educational institutions, 
landowners, and concerned individuals. 

Wildlife Preservation 
Canada exists to save 
species from extinction 
through hands-on action. 

We are increasingly aware of the magnitude of our impact on nature. 
Humans have fundamentally altered the earth, and extinction rates are 
increasing. A growing number of species require hands-on interventions 

to recover, and many of these will require continued intensive 
management to keep them from sliding back towards extinction. This is 
the reality of the world we live in today. But the other reality, and cause 

for hope, is that the techniques and tools do exist to preserve species. We 
can halt the disappearance of our precious wildlife.  Wildlife Preservation 
Canada is at the forefront of this movement – working on the front lines 

to maintain our national biodiversity for future generations.  
From the 4 mm long Hungerford’s crawling water beetle, to Ontario’s 
only venomous snake, no species is too small, too scaly, too slimy or 

unknown to be unworthy of our attention. They are all worth protecting. 
- Jessica Steiner, Conservation Programs Director
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It was ten years ago that I joined the Board of Directors of 
Wildlife Preservation Canada, eager to help on the front 
lines of saving endangered species. It’s truly amazing to 
see how the organization has grown over the years, adding 
new programs, staff, and partners as we work with more 
and more species at risk of extinction. It is discouraging 
that so many species in Canada need our ‘emergency 
room’ help, but I am buoyed by the public’s commitment 
to saving biodiversity and the passion and dedication of 
our own staff and board members. 

Just this afternoon, on a glorious sunny weekday, I took 
my old black lab for a walk along the Humber River Trail 
in Vaughan. The small parking lot was nearly full, the 
nature trail was being enjoyed by dog walkers, bike riders, 
parents with kids in strollers, and couples were soaking 
up the sun and natural beauty. I suspect the bird song was 
background music to most, but my ears could pick out 
the rose-breasted grosbeak, scarlet tanager, great-crested 
flycatcher, pine warbler, red-eyed vireo, and more. I also 
noticed the silence where species were missing. There 
should have been a wood thrush echoing its vibrant song 

from the forest, a barn swallow chattering as it burst out 
from under the bridge, and bobolinks chortling as they 
skim over the meadow. These were common birds when I 
was young, but they are all now species at risk in Canada.   

As bad as things may seem, there is good reason for hope 
and optimism. The world is awakening to the strong 
connection between human well-being and Mother 
Nature’s well-being. We have international agreements 
on climate change, habitat protection, pollution control, 
and biodiversity protection because we understand that 
we need to protect our world for generations to come. 
Wildlife Preservation Canada plays a crucial role in 
fending off extinction, buying time for species in peril, 
and working to restore their numbers year-by-year to the 
point that they are no longer threatened. These long-term 
projects take innovation, dedication and passion. 

My deepest thanks go out to everyone who supports 
and works with Wildlife Preservation Canada. This 
includes our full-time and seasonal staff, volunteers, board 
members, conservation partners, and our loyal donors 
from across Canada who make our work possible.

Dr. Bridget Stutchbury
Professor of Biology, York University
President, Wildlife Preservation Canada

MESSAGE 
FROM THE 
PRESIDENT
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OUR IMPACT

Yellow-banded bumble bee
Photo: Genevieve Rowe

When you're trying to save a native bumble 
bee species that's never been raised in 

captivity before, you must be prepared for 
as many steps backward as forward.  

We may be racing against the clock to save 
native pollinators, but community support 

has never felt so strong. 
- Genevieve Rowe, Lead Biologist

5,229 150
bumble bee records 
from Ontario surveys 

and outreach.

Taylor's checkerspot 
caterpillars reared 

and released in B.C.
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NATIVE
POLLINATOR 
INITIATIVE

Yellow-banded  
bumble bee 
(Bombus terricola)
Status: Special Concern

Taylor's checkerspot 
butterfly
(Euphydryas editha taylori)
Status: Endangered in 
Canada

Ninety percent of flowering plants rely on 
help from animals like insect pollinators 
for reproduction. And those plants support 
thousands of other species. Insect pollinators 
such as butterflies, flies, and bees are a 
cornerstone of natural ecosystems.

A bumble bee’s ability to perform buzz 
pollination sets them apart from many other 
insect pollinators. By vibrating their large 
flight muscles when they land on a flower, 
they can access trapped pollen. Some plants, 
including Canada’s native blueberries, can 
only be pollinated using this technique. 

The Native Pollinator Initiative is a 
nationwide multi-species effort to save 
important insect pollinators from extinction 
through hands-on action.

Program Partners

The yellow-banded bumble bee is declining at a rapid pace. 
The Taylor's checkerspot butterfly is already down to its last 
population in Canada, found only in British Columbia. 
To combat the decline of both these native pollinators, 
conservation breeding programs are required to release new 
individuals into the wild to bolster the existing populations. 

To build a breeding program for the yellow-banded bumble 
bee, we must collect queens from the field in the spring and 
encourage them to build colonies in our laboratory. We started 
the year off on a high as three survey teams across the province 
brought 51 wild-caught yellow-banded queens to the lab. This 
was our highest number yet. 

Several queens successfully produced worker bees but none 
of them established thriving colonies or produced second 
generation queens, which is a crucial step for a breeding colony.  
Next year we will be adapting our rearing techniques to 
further encourage queens to lay eggs and incubate. Successfully 
breeding a bee species that has never been bred in captivity 
before takes time and patience.

The conservation breeding program for the Taylor's 
checkerspot butterfly is in its sixth year. In the fall of 2017, we 
saw 250 caterpillars go into diapause for the winter, waking 
in early spring. They were released on to a protected property 
within the Garry oak ecosystem they need to survive. From 
the 250, we held back almost 100 adults to breed. However, 
none of them produced eggs to raise and release in 2019 to 
continue the conservation breeding life cycle. We are working 
with colleagues at the Oregon Zoo to solve the checkerspot 
mating mystery in order to resume our breeding 
program next year. 

Field surveys are another important component 
of our bumble bee work because they help us 
better understand the distribution and trends 
of native pollinators in Canada. We carried out 
annual surveys at 103 sites across Ontario, the 
largest survey of its kind in the province. A total 
of 109 yellow-banded bumble bee individuals 
were observed, including observations at 
23 new sites! In total, 5,229 sightings were 
submitted to the North American Bumble Bee 
Watch database, which is publicly available for 
researchers and policy decision makers.

Toronto Zoo
University of Guelph
University of Toronto 
Scarborough
Xerces Society

York University

African Lion Safari
B.C. Ministry of 
Environment and Climate 
Change Strategy
Greater Vancouver Zoo
Ontario Parks
Science North
Taylor’s Checkerspot  
Butterfly RIG
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OUR IMPACT
2,300 254

Oregon spotted frog 
tadpoles released 
back into the wild.

western painted 
turtle hatchlings 

being headstarted.

Western painted turtle
Photo: Rob Hamm

Knowing that we've played a role in 
bringing back a population of Oregon 

spotted frogs that had disappeared from 
Canada makes all the long hours and hard 
work worth it. Each tadpole and turtle that 

we release is hope for the future of the 
Fraser Valley wetlands.  

- Maja Hampson, Lead Biologist
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FRASER  
VALLEY 
WETLANDS
For many reptiles and amphibians parental care ends when the 
eggs are laid. This leaves the defenseless eggs at high risk for 
predation. Our Fraser Valley team in British Columbia steps 
in to protect the eggs of locally endangered species like the 
western painted turtle and Oregon spotted frog.

In 2018 we continued the Oregon spotted frog conservation 
program with both captive-bred and wild-collected eggs. 
Approximately 2,300 eggs grew into healthy tadpoles that were 
to be released into the wild. We had also been keeping 369 
frogs born in 2017 for further headstarting over the winter and 
they were finally big enough to be released with the tadpoles. 

As with any breeding program, we continuously assess our 
techniques to ensure that we are producing healthy and fit 
individuals that will survive and increase wild populations.  
For that reason, we held back several hundred captive-
reared tadpoles in the spring to compare their growth and 
development to metamorphosis with their wild counterparts. 
Once our comparisons were complete all were released to the 
wild later in the summer.

We also continued our headstarting program for the western 
painted turtle. Each year we collect eggs from threatened nests 
in sites where they would otherwise not survive. The eggs are 
incubated and we keep the hatchlings until they reach a specific 
weight of 30 grams - the size where they have the best chance 
of survival, being too big for hungry invasive bullfrogs. In 2018 
we released 122 hatchlings that had reached that magic weight. 
We also collected wild eggs that resulted in 254 hatchlings that 
will be cared for indoors until we release them 
in the spring of 2019.

Our work doesn’t just take place in the breeding 
facility. Our provincial Recovery Team partners 
carry out ongoing field monitoring to track the 
survival of the frogs and turtles that we release, 
along with the wild-born individuals. Surveys 
have already found that an Oregon spotted frog 
population has re-established at a site where 
the species had disappeared, showing that our 
reintroduction techniques are working.

Western painted turtle
(Chrysemys picta belli)
Status: Endangered 
on the Pacific Coast of 
Canada

Oregon spotted frog
(Rana pretiosa)
Status: Endangered in 
Canada

Decades of intensive development in the 
Lower Mainland of British Columbia has had 
a devastating impact on natural ecosystems. 

Among the hardest hit are wetland and 
freshwater ecosystems that are now on 
the verge of collapse. The Oregon spotted 
frog and western painted turtle use these 
habitats exclusively, and their abundance 
has declined dramatically. Both populations 
are considered endangered in Canada and 
require hands-on intervention. 

Recovery Teams in the Fraser Valley are 
working to rehabilitate wetland wildlife 
communities. The techniques and tools that 
we are using could be used in future species 
recovery, like the reintroduction of the 
pacific pond turtle to Canada. 

Program Partners
Greater Vancouver Zoo
Metro Vancouver Parks
Simon Fraser University
Toronto Zoo
University of Frazer Valley
Vancouver Aquarium
Western Painted Turtle 
Recovery Team

B.C. Ministry of Forests, 
Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations and Rural 
Development 
Canadian Oregon Spotted 
Frog Recovery Team 
Coastal Painted Turtle 
Project
Fraser Valley Conservancy
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OUR IMPACT
130 18

shrikes raised in 
captivity for release 

in the wild.

confirmed breeding 
pairs in the wild in 

Ontario.

There is nothing quite like watching the 
first few moments after a captive-bred 

shrike is released into the wild. They will 
often pause on a nearby perch to take in 
their new freedom, and then they fly off, 

carrying all of our investment and the fate 
of their species with them.  

- Hazel Wheeler, Lead Biologist

Eastern loggerhead shrike
Photo: Larry Kirtley
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EASTERN 
LOGGERHEAD 
SHRIKE
It was a record-breaking year for the loggerhead shrike 
recovery program, with 130 young shrikes born at our partner 
conservation breeding facilities. Since the program began in 
2003, the goal has been to establish a stable and viable wild 
population of shrikes in Ontario. Our hands-on breeding and 
release activities are working to achieve that goal by adding new 
birds to the population each year. 

One hundred and thirty conservation-bred shrikes were 
released to supplement the remaining Ontario population. The 
young shrikes are released mid-summer and spend a few weeks 
enjoying their new freedom before they begin their journey 
south to their wintering grounds in the eastern United States. 

Unfortunately, not many of them return to Canada. This 
is why we have been investing in radio-tracking for a small 
portion of birds that we release each year. In 2018 we outfitted 
14 birds with these radio "backpacks".  We hope to identify 
their migration routes and wintering grounds to understand 
why they are not returning the following spring.

Of the birds that do find their way back, many go on to 
breed with wild-born birds. We observed nine birds from the 
program breeding this year. This is encouraging as it shows that 
released birds can migrate and return to breed successfully. 

If the wild shrike population is to become stable once again, it 
would require a minimum of 35 breeding pairs, found across 
three separate breeding grounds. Our current count is only 
18 breeding pairs. The shrike team still has a long way to go 
to meet this goal, but we are encouraged that 
our breeding and release methods are producing 
healthy birds who survive and breed in the wild.

We have also been encouraged by sightings of 
our banded shrikes outside of Ontario. During 
the spring and fall migration, banded birds were 
spotted in Indiana and Virginia. Community 
awareness for shrikes continues to grow, which 
has been possible through the efforts of the 
North American Loggerhead Shrike Working 
Group, made up of academic institutions, 
government agencies, and NGOs.

Eastern loggerhead shrike
(Lanius ludovicianus alvarensis)
Status: Endangered in Canada

Loggerhead shrikes were once a common 
sight in pastures and grasslands across 
southern Ontario, but their numbers have 
dropped steadily since the 1960s. 

Loggerhead shrikes are a medium-sized 
songbird, slightly smaller than a robin. They 
are distinctive during the summer, with their 
hooked beak, thick black mask over the eyes, 
and bright white wing-patches that can be 
seen in flight. They are grassland birds and 
are commonly found in pastures. 

Though the loggerhead shrike is a songbird, 
it is fully predatory. While it mainly eats large 
insects, it can easily tackle small snakes, 
mice, voles and even small birds. If it catches 
something that’s too big to eat in one bite, 
it will impale its catch on large thorns to 
anchor the prey in place while it rips off bite-
size pieces. This behaviour has earned it the 
nickname “butcher bird.”

Program Partners
Napanee Plains Joint 
Initiative
Nashville Zoo 
The Nature Conservancy of 
Canada
North American LOSH 
Working Group
Ontario Parks
Smithsonian Conservation 
Biology Institute 
Toronto Zoo
York University

African Lion Safari
Bird Studies Canada
Canadian Eastern 
Loggerhead Shrike Recovery 
Team
Couchiching Conservancy
Environment & Climate 
Change Canada 
Little Ray’s Reptile Zoo and 
Nature Centre
Mountsberg Raptor Centre 
— Conservation Halton

Photo: Luk/Everm
an courtesy of the N

C
C

. 
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OUR IMPACT
300+ 400

field surveys to 
locate rattlesnakes 
and record other  

at-risk species.

meters of barrier 
fencing installed 
to prevent snake 

mortality.

Eastern massasauga rattlesnake
Photo: Alison Forde

Recovering a reptile in an urban setting has 
both biological and sociological challenges. 

Our work has to address not only the 
unique habitat requirements that support 
an urban population ofrattlesnakes, but 
also the aversion to snakes that exists in 

some people sharing their landscape.
- Jonathan Choquette, Lead Biologist
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The eastern massasauga rattlesnake may 
look like other banded or blotched snakes, 
but it’s distinctive rattle sets it apart. When 
shaken, the rattle produces a high-pitched 
buzzing noise that warns animals and people 
to move away. 

Massasauga rattlesnake habitat in Canada 
includes tallgrass prairies, peat lands, 
shoreline habitats, wetlands, bedrock 
barrens, and coniferous forests. 

Unfortunately, by the late 1970s massasauga 
rattlesnake range in the Carolinian zone had 
already plummeted 90%, and now one of 
the last two populations remaining is on the 
brink of disappearing.

Program Partners

Eastern massasauga rattlesnake
(Sistrurus catenatus)
Status: Endangered in the Carolinian  
Zone of southwestern Ontario

In 2018, we continued our work with two populations of 
massasauga rattlesnakes in Ontario. It was a preparation 
year for the Ojibway Prairie Reptile Recovery program in 
southwestern Ontario, while it was the final year of our 
translocation research in the Georgian Bay area.

The Ojibway Prairie population of massasauga rattlesnakes 
represents the second-last remaining colony within the 
Carolinian region of Canada. Its disappearance would mark a 
dramatic loss in the Canadian distribution, ecological variation, 
and genetic diversity of this species, and would bring us one 
step closer to losing the species altogether.

The field team carried out over 300 field surveys from May to 
October, and sadly they only located five unique individuals. 
We estimate that fewer than nine massasauga rattlesnakes are 
left in the Ojibway Prairie. This puts the population at very 
high risk of local extinction. If local extinctions happen in a 
sufficient number of populations, this can have a devastating 
collective impact to the species.  

With such a critically low population, introductions of new 
individuals to the area are necessary. While we develop a 
comprehensive plan to breed and reintroduce snakes back to 
the Ojibway Prairie, we are working to restore and connect 
prairie habitat in order to support a healthy wild population of 
rattlesnakes, and other at-risk reptiles. 

The team continued their habitat restoration by removing 
over 200kg of invasive plants in prairie habitat. We are also 
working to establish wildlife corridors that reptiles  can use to 
avoid being killed on roads and safely access 
habitats that  are otherwise inaccessible. 
This is no small feat, requiring installation 
of hundreds of meters of fencing and road 
ecopassages.

Community outreach is an ongoing priority 
for our team. Snake mortality is often 
linked to human-snake interactions, and 
misconceptions about this shy creature. 
This year our team visited 500 households 
to deliver information about how humans 
and Ontario’s only venomous snake can live 
together peacefully.

8Trees Inc.
City of Windsor
Essex Region Conservation 
Authority
Laurentian University
Ojibway Nature Centre
Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Forestry

Ontario Ministry of 
Transportation
Ontario Parks
The Nature Conservancy of 
Canada 
Toronto Zoo
Town of LaSalle
University of Windsor

Project Spotlight. In the Georgian Bay area 
of Ontario, we carried out ground-breaking 
research on rattlesnake home range and use 
of overwintering ‘hibernacula’. We developed 
methods for translocating newborn snakes 
out of harm’s way to safe overwintering sites. 
These innovative techniques will be published 

to assist other conservation 
practitioners and will 
guide us as we develop the 
reintroduction program 
for the Ojibway prairie 
massasauga population. 
This project was a 
great example of how 
development, government, 
and conservation 
organizations can work 
closely together to carry 
out species conservation.

OJIBWAY 
PRAIRIE 
REPTILES
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OUR IMPACT
Working with wildlife can be challenging, 
requiring a lot of sacrifice; however, the 
results are inspiring and the people even 
more so. I feel fortunate to have learned 
about world-renowned animal recovery 

programs first-hand from incredibly 
motivated and passionate individuals.  

- Amélie Roberto-Charron, 2018 New Noah

29 36
years. The longest 

running program of 
its kind in Canada.

endangered 
species that Amélie 

encountered.
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CANADA'S
29th
NEW NOAH
Amélie Roberto-Charron was chosen as this year’s Canada's 
New Noah, the 29th young wildlife biologist awarded this 
scholarship since it began in 1990. New Noahs spend six 
months on the Indian Ocean island nation of Mauritius, home 
of the ill-fated dodo, where they are embedded within a world-
renowned conservation organization carrying out hands-on 
recovery programs for some of the world’s rarest species.

Amélie came to the New Noah program with a passion for 
fieldwork that often takes her deep into the wilderness. Her 
work experience includes a term as executive director with 
the Beaverhill Bird Observatory, and as an environmental 
consultant at Fiera Biological Consulting Ltd. She has studied 
boreal songbirds across Canada, tracked mammals in northern 
Alberta, and studied plants in Canadian grasslands.

As a New Noah, Amélie learned many new skills, from 
delicately banding Mauritian olive white-eyes (the tiny 
and highly endangered bird she is holding in the photo) to 
recording body measurements from the massive Aldabra giant 
tortoise, to carrying all her research and personal gear in a 
watertight barrel to a remote island for a weeklong stay (shown 
in the bottom right photo). 

A budding young scientist like Amélie would never learn these 
skills in the classroom, which is what makes the Canada's New 
Noah experience so unique.

Along with a set of unique conservation skills, Amélie also 
leaves the program a group of lifelong friends and a network 
of colleagues that she will likely carry with 
her throughout her carrier, sharing with them 
the highs and lows of her own conservation 
challenges one day. 

Since returning to Canada Amélie has moved 
to Yellowknife to pursue an opportunity as a 
Landbird Biologist with the Canadian Widlife 
Service. She has spent most of her time surveying 
boreal birds in the Northwest Territories as part 
of a national boreal monitoring initiative. She 
has also been involved in collaborative projects, 
such as tracking blackpoll warbler migration and 
building the common nighthawk genoscape.

Founded by Gerald Durrell, the Durrell 
Conservation Academy is the global 
leader in training conservation biologists 
from around the world in the practical 
components required to save endangered 
species from extinction. To date the 
Academy has trained more than 3,500 
students who have learned from the 
world’s leading conservation practitioners 
in the art and science of species 
conservation.

New Noahs spend six months on the 
Indian Ocean island nation of Mauritius 
where they complete a work internship 
program with the Mauritian Wildlife 
Foundation. This is followed by a three-
month course at the Durrell Wildlife 
Conservation Trust in the U.K. where the 
Noah is enrolled in a course in Endangered 
Species Management.

New Noahs bring back skills and 
experience that can be applied to 
conservation work later in their career, and 
knowledge to be used to save Canadian 
species that are heading down the same 
path as the ill-fated Mauritian dodo. There 
is no other program in North America that 
offers this type of experience.

Program Partners
Alan & Patricia Koval Foundation 
Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust 
Mauritian Wildlife Foundation
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FINANCIAL
HIGHLIGHTS

Our proven track record from three decades 
of recovery work shows that species can be 
brought back from the brink when we make 

the investment. Financial support from 
government, foundations, and individuals 

all helps to preserve Canada's irreplaceable 
biodiversity for future generations.

- Lance Woolaver Jr., Executive Director



152018 AnnuAl RepoRt

REVENUE

29% Corporate 
& Foundations 

38% Government

21% Individuals 2% Other

72% Conservation Programs

11% Administration

17% Development

24% Pollinators

21% Birds

41% Reptiles & Amphibians

14% Other

EXPENSES

PROGRAMS

10% Contracted Projects
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Saving Canada's species at risk is a monumental task. Wildlife Preservation Canada believes that our 
success cannot be achieved without strong partnerships and generous funding. We want to thank all 
our corporate, foundation, and individual donors who believe in our work and are willing to invest in the 
future survival of Canada's wildlife. 

THANK YOU

Corporate & Foundation Donors

Alan and Patricia Koval Foundation

Alberta Ecotrust 

Bonterra Organic Wines 

Burt's Bees Canada 

Bremner Family Fund at the 
Saskatoon Community Foundation

Don & Hazel Williams Charitable Foundation 

The Grant MacEwan Nature Protection Fund  
at the Calgary Foundation 

Grimco, Inc. 

Hallward Fund at Toronto Foundation 

Helen McCrea Peacock Foundation

Jean and Fred Biehl Fund within the Elgin-St. 
Thomas Community Foundation

Individual Donors

Wildlife Patron
$10,000 and above

Wildlife Preserver
$1,000 - $9,999

Barbara Alderson 
Victoria Berriman 

Elizabeth Churcher
Brian Dawson 

Ecole Gardenview School  
John Grandy
Douglas Hart

Richard Johnson
Greg Kirczenow

Gail Luckhart
Eric Maki

Carole Marshall
Patricia McKenzie 

1 Anonymous Donor 

Joan Poulsen Foundation

K.M. Hunter Charitable Foundation 

Kathleen, Mary & Walter Barron  
Family Foundation 

King Foundation at the Ottawa  
Community Foundation

Leon Judah Blackmore Foundation 

Ontario Wildlife Foundation 

Patrick Hodgson Family Foundation 

RBC Foundation 

The Rogers Foundation 

The Schad Foundation 

The Sitka Foundation 

Wilyn Pharmacy Inc 

1 Anonymous Foundation

Catherine McLean  
Alec Monro

Roberta Olenick
Ravinder Manhas  

Gregory Richardson 
Richard Richardson

Brandy Shaw
Karen Somerville

Marvin Tarek
Tipaskan School

Ken & Lynda Whiteford
Julie Wood

2 Anonymous Donors

Legacy Gifts

Estate of Joan Garrod
Estate of Jack Hallam

Estate of Ruth Masters  
Estate of Cindy Sinnott
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Kyle Ahluwalia
Debbie Allen
Jane Amro

Carollyn Andrews
Remain Anonymous

Helen Argiro
Cindy Barr

Miriam Barry
Larry Baswick
Darby Bayly
Eva Bednar
Teri Belyea

Monica Betz
Nancy Biehl

Constance Boldt
Rosemary Bower

Borka Boyle
Gina Breitkreutz

Ruth Bucknell
John Capin

Anne Chisholm
Maurilio Cocca
Helen Coulter

Donald Creelman
John Crookshank

Anne Curtis
Kathleen Dallman
Rizzanne Dapitan

Harriet Dent
Jean Desrochers
James Dickenson

Steve & Rosemary Digby
Jean Dilcock
Ian D'Mello

Bruce Dowling
Criscentia Dunbar

Sonia Dyett
Janis Emberly

Carolyn Freeman
Fiona Griffiths

Lucy Guest
Beverley Hamilton

Carol Hargreaves
Shirley Harris
Jasent Harris
Douglas Hart
Randal Heide

Flor De Maria Horta-Ash
Theresa Ichino
Jolanta Jason
Janet Kellam

Mark Kennedy
Richard Klotz

Ivars Kops
Bethany Kort
Andrea Kuntz
Robert Laker

Mireille Lapensee
Don & Kathy Lea

Cynthia Leslie
Joyce Litster

Margaret Lock
Cornelia Lopers
Sandra Lowry

Dolores MacDonald
Scot MacLean

Nancy MacPherson
Cindy Manderscheid

Brenda Mann
R. Gordon Marantz
Denise McCready

Shirlee McEdwards Monteith
Elizabeth McGregor
N. Clare McMartin

Leah McNish
Harold Mills

Dianne Lee Moore
Robert P. Morgan

Gayle Morton
Vivienne Muller
Joanne Neely

Brenda-Lee Normey
Kim Osborne Rodriguez

Suzanne Pals

Donna Pearson
Danuta Plachcinska
Hannelore Plonka
Marilyn Prevost

Philip Price
Mabel Ralph

Lea Ray
Johanne Rioux
Silvia Rodriguez

Richard & Elizabeth Rooke
Mitchell Rowe

Lina Sakellaropoulos
Nancy Sawers
Katie Schenk
John Seeback
Marian Sinn

Rebecca Smith-Mandin
Rita Sorensen
Steve Spring

Joyce Standish
Donald Stark

Rosemary Stiell
Bridget Stutchbury

Gina Taylor
Suzanne Truchan

Helen Van Volkenburg
Chris von Boetticher

Ann Walsh
Anne Ward

Joan Warren
J. Michael Watts

Georgia West
Louise White

Karen Whitney
Dalene Wilkins

Jay Wilson
Kirk Wiscombe

Patricia Wrightsell
Joanne Young
Marko Zanoski

Wildlife Guardians are a special group of dedicated individuals who support our work through 
recurring monthly donations. Wildlife Guardians make it possible for our conservation teams to help 
endangered animals throughout the year by providing steady funding.

Friends of Wildlife
$500 - $999

Doris Arnold 
Cindy Clarke

Rosanne Gasse 
Ian Glen

Dorothea Godt
Glen Holmwood

Lesley Howes
Martin Kuhn
Brian Lacey

 

 Viola Loewen
Rod MacFadyen
Marion Magee 

Stephanie McLarty
Jamie Nigh Milbrandt

Nancy Netting
Kathryn Nicholson 

William Noble
Joan Poulsen

Lou Probst
Christopher Richards-Bentley

Jennifer Robison 
Joan Schefter 

Christian Schroeder
Bridget Stutchbury

Laurie White
Peggy Wilson
Owen Yates
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Photo: Luk/Everman courtesy of the NCC. 

BOARD  
OF  
DIRECTORS
Founder 
Gerald M. Durrell OBE

President
Bridget Stutchbury, Ph.D.

Secretary
Pinar Ozyetis

Treasurer
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Thanks to our foundation and corporate partners, 
our loyal donors, and a generous gift from an 
anonymous donor, we have the ability to increase 
our conservation impact in 2019 and beyond.

We will be able to invest deeper into our programs 
to release more loggerhead shrikes, and to help 
us grow our reptile and amphibian programs. 
Our native pollinator initiative will include 
more species of bumble bees in our conservation 
breeding program, so that we can more quickly 
learn how best to breed bees in captivity. We 
will have the capacity to save more of Canada’s 
smaller creatures, often overlooked by others, with 
completely new projects on the horizon. While 
we prepare for the reintroduction of massasauga 
rattlesnakes in Ojibway we plan to work with two 
more species of threatened snakes, the blue racer 
and Butler’s gartersnake. And we will be entering 
a new partnership to ensure the survival of one of 
Canada’s tiniest butterflies, the mottled duskywing.  
 
I’m excited and optimistic about our future. While 
there are immense challenges ahead of us, we have 
an exceptional group of dedicated people, the skills 
and expertise required to carry out our mission, 
and the support from Canadians like you to allow 
us to do so. 

I believe we are perfectly poised to increase our 
conservation impact across Canada in 2019 and 
beyond.

Lance Woolaver Jr., Ph.D.,
Executive Director

ON THE  
HORIZON
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Until we consider animal life to be 
worthy of the consideration and 
reverence we bestow upon old 
books and pictures and historic 

monuments, there will always be the 
animal refugee living a precarious 
life on the edge of extermination, 
dependent for existence on the 
charity of a few human beings.

- Gerald Durrell
Founder, Wildlife Preservation Canada


