
Preserving 
Canada’s Buzz

Wildlife Preservation Canada 
saves critically endangered species 

whose numbers in the wild are so low 
that hands-on conservation is required 

to save them from extinction.
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1-800-956-6608

About 30% of bumble bee 
species in Canada are at  

risk of extinction. 

Habitat loss, pesticide 
use, pathogen spillover, 
and climate change are 

contributing factors, but 
more research is needed to 
understand the full picture.

Wildlife Preservation 
Canada’s Native Pollinator 
Initiative is a nationwide 

multi-species effort to save 
at-risk pollinators, including 
native bumble bees, through 

hands-on action. 

In Canada alone, four bumble bee species are listed as 
‘at risk’ by the Committee on the Status of Endangered 

Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC), and more recently, a fifth 
species was provincially listed as of special concern. 

Left: The gypsy cuckoo bumble bee 
(Bombus bohemicus) is listed 
as Endangered in Canada.
Photo: Sheila Colla

Above: The American bumble 
bee (Bombus pensylvanicus) 
is listed as special concern.
Photo: Radek Odolczyk

Join the thousands of people who 
are helping us save Canada’s most 

endangered animals.

 wildlifepreservation.ca

Saving native pollinators from extinction across
Canada by providing direct, hands-on care.

Above Photo: Vincent Luk/Evermaven, 
courtesy of the NCC
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CANADA IS LOSING 
ITS NATIVE POLLINATORS

OUR HANDS-ON 
APPROACH

Research & Monitoring: Wildlife Preservation 
Canada collects information on the abundance 
and distribution of native bumble bee species in 

ecosystems across the country. Annual field surveys help detect 
early changes in populations so we can make conservation plans 
before declines seriously threaten a species. This field work 
deepens our understanding of bumble bees and the challenges 
they face, and helps identify suitable reintroduction sites for rare 
and at-risk species.

Conservation Breeding: Conservation breeding 
and translocation programs are a known way to bring 
a species back from the brink of extinction, however 

programs for invertebrate species, like bumble bees, are rare. 
Wildlife Preservation Canada is pioneering new techniques that 
will form a framework upon which critically endangered native 
pollinator species can be recovered and reintroduced in suitable 
habitats where they were once common.

Citizen Science & Outreach: Tracking populations 
of all of Canada’s bumble bee species is a time-
consuming task. Wildlife Preservation Canada 
harnesses the power and energy of volunteers to help 

our monitoring efforts. Bumble Bee Watch is a citizen science 
database dedicated to cataloguing North America’s bumble bee 
fauna, and it is a great way for nature enthusiasts to participate 
in important bumble bee conservation. Citizen science programs 
and outreach are making more data available to researchers for 
species status assessments and to support the development of 
important policies for managed 
bumble bees in Canada. 

 

Native bumble bees are one of the most effective pollinators 
because they are biologically adapted to the ecosystems that 
they support. Many native plant species depend on bumble 
bees for fertilization, and if the bees disappear, we’ll start to 
lose our native plants as well. 

A bumble bee’s ability to perform buzz pollination sets them 
apart from many other insect pollinators. By vibrating their 
large flight muscles when they land on a flower, they can 

access trapped pollen. Some 
plants, including Canada’s 
native blueberries, can only 
be pollinated using this 
specialized technique. 

There are ways that you 
can help bumble bee 
populations in your area! 
Bumble bees require three 
primary things from their 
habitats—food resources, 
a place to spend the 
winter months, and 
nesting sites—and you 
can provide these on your 
property. To learn how 
you can help bees in your 
garden, visit:
wildlifepreservation.ca/
stewardship.  

Wildlife Preservation Canada’s Native Pollinator 
Initiative is developing hands-on scientific techniques 

for the recovery of declining bumble bees. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP!

For more information, visit BumbleBeeWatch.org. 
To learn how you can get involved in Wildlife Preservation 

Canada’s bumble bee citizen science programs, email us at: 
Pollinators@wildlifepreservation.ca.

The rusty-patched  
bumble bee (Bombus affinis) is 
Endangered and has not been seen in 
Canada since 2009. Photo: Christy Stewart

Left: The western bumble bee  
(Bombus occidentalis) is listed  
as Threatened in Canada. 
Photo: Sarah Johnson
Right: The yellow-banded bumble 
bee (Bombus terricola) is listed 
as Special Concern in Canada. 
This species is the focus of our 
conservation breeding program.
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