
Animal conservation requires a multi-faceted 
approach that includes habitat protection, 

threat reduction, community engagement, and 
public education. In addition to all those critical 

elements, we provide a unique role by  
taking direct action to prevent at-risk  

species from being lost forever.

Wildlife Preservation Canada specializes in 
science-based techniques like conservation 
breeding, headstarting, and translocation. 

Our work is a team effort with government, 
educational institutions, landowners, and 

concerned individuals. 
Only when we work together will we 

see sustainable results.

Wildlife Preservation Canada 
saves critically endangered species 

whose numbers in the wild are so low 
that hands-on conservation is required 

to save them from extinction.

Wildlife Preservation Canada
5240 Highway 6 North
Guelph, ON, N1H 6J2

1-800-956-6608

Eastern
Massasauga
Rattlesnake

Join Wildlife Preservation Canada 
and thousands of people who are 

helping to save Canada’s most 
endangered animals. 

Saving species from extinction across
Canada by providing direct, hands-on care.

Learn how you can help: 
wildlifepreservation.ca
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SAVING ONTARIO’S 
ONLY RATTLESNAKE Eastern Massasauga Rattlesnake 

(Sistrurus catenatus) 
Status: Endangered in the Carolinian Zone of  

southwestern Ontario

The eastern massasauga rattlesnake may look 
like other banded or blotched snakes (such as the 
northern watersnake or eastern foxsnake), but its 
distinctive rattle sets it apart. When shaken, the 
rattle produces a high-pitched buzzing noise that 
warns animals and people to move away. This 
snake is very shy and uses its camouflage to avoid 
human contact. Rattlesnake bites are uncommon in 
Canada and easy to avoid when these animals are 
respected and given a wide berth.

Massasauga rattlesnake habitat in Canada includes 
tallgrass prairies, peat lands, shoreline habitats, 
wetlands, bedrock barrens, and coniferous forests. 
The population of massasauga rattlesnakes found 
in the Windsor-LaSalle region of Ontario is the 
only population in Canada 
that lives in tallgrass prairie. 
Unfortunately their range has 
plummeted 95% over the last 
40 years, and the population 
is now on the brink of 
disappearing with fewer than 
25 individuals left in the wild. 

Hands-on action: In 2015 Wildlife 
Preservation Canada launched the 
Ojibway Prairie Reptile Recovery program 
(OPRREC), to protect and connect critical 

habitat, reduce threats, conduct public outreach, 
and prepare for long-term population augmentation 
using techniques such as conservation breeding 
and translocation. A robust monitoring regime will 
allow us to evaluate the success of our recovery 
efforts and to change our techniques as required.
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EASTERN MASSASAUGA 
RECOVERY PLAN

How you can help: Encourage 
positive attitudes and beliefs towards 
snakes like the eastern massasauga. Let 

your local government know you support land 
planning that protects endangered 
species habitat. Discover other 
ways that you can help by visiting: 
wildlifepreservation.ca

Wildlife Preservation Canada is 
developing conservation techniques 

that will be necessary to save 
Ontario’s only venomous snake,  

along with many of Canada’s other  
native herpetofauna. 

Rattlesnakes 
must be handled 
with specialized 

equipment by 
our trained 

field staff.

Many species of reptiles and amphibians 
are at risk of extinction in Canada. Over 
40 species are listed as special concern, 

threatened or endangered. 

Eastern massasauga rattlesnakes face a 
number of threats, including habitat loss, 

road mortality, intentional killing, and illegal 
collection for the pet trade. 

While at-risk throughout its range in Ontario, 
the massasuga rattlesnake population in the 
Ojibway Prairie is critically small, making it 

extremely sensitive to threats and at a  
high risk for local extinction.
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