
Animal conservation requires a multi-faceted 
approach that includes habitat protection, 

threat reduction, community engagement, and 
public education. In addition to all those critical 

elements, we provide a unique role by  
taking direct action to prevent at-risk  

species from being lost forever.

Wildlife Preservation Canada specializes in 
science-based techniques like conservation 
breeding, headstarting, and translocation. 

Our work is a team effort with government, 
educational institutions, landowners, 

 and concerned individuals. 
Only when we work together will we 

see sustainable results.

Wildlife Preservation Canada 
saves critically endangered species 

whose numbers in the wild are so low 
that hands-on conservation is required 

to save them from extinction.

Wildlife Preservation Canada
5240 Highway 6 North
Guelph, ON, N1H 6J2

1-800-956-6608

Yellow-banded 
Bumble Bee

Join Wildlife Preservation Canada 
and thousands of people who are 

helping to save Canada’s most 
endangered animals. 

Saving species from extinction across
Canada by providing direct, hands-on care.

Learn how you can help: 
wildlifepreservation.ca
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Hands-on action: Wildlife Preservation 
Canada’s conservation breeding program for 
at-risk bumble bees is the first of its kind in 
Canada. We are adapting traditional bumble 

bee rearing techniques to work for declining species 
like the yellow-banded bumble bee, which have 
unique needs. These new methods may one day come 
to the rescue of other hard to breed species. Our 
long term goal is to increase existing populations of 
declining bee species, and also to reintroduce species 
back into places where they have already disappeared. 

LIFE HISTORY

YELLOW-BANDED BUMBLE 
BEE RECOVERY PLAN

How you can help: Get involved with 
BumbleBeeWatch.org! This North American 
citizen science database helps fill in gaps 

in our survey coverage, and is a vital 
tool in guiding our searches for at-risk 
species. Discover other ways you can 
help by visiting wildlifepreservation.ca

Field surveys help us better 
understand the distribution 

and composition of native 
pollinators in Canada.

Ninety percent of flowering plants 
rely on help from animals like insect 

pollinators for reproduction.

And those plants support thousands 
of other species. Insect pollinators 

such as butterflies, flies, and bees are a 
cornerstone of natural ecosystems.

Wildlife Preservation Canada’s        
Native Pollinator Initiative is a 

nationwide multi-species effort to 
save important insects from extinction 

through hands-on action.

NATIVE POLLINATOR 
INITIATIVE

Wildlife Preservation Canada manages 
conservation recovery programs for 

the Taylor’s checkerspot butterfly 
in British Columbia and bumble bee 

species in Ontario and Alberta.

Yellow-banded bumble bee 
(Bombus terricola)  

Status: Special Concern in Canada
The yellow-banded bumble bee was once common 
throughout the northeastern US and across most of 
Canada, but it is now declining in parts of its range.
The short, dense hair on this medium-sized bumble 
bee forms a banded pattern that gives it its name. It 
has a shorter tongue than most bumble bee species, 
and will sometimes bite holes in the base of flowers 
to reach the nectar. 
This bumble bee 
lives in wetlands 
and wooded areas 
and prefers to nest 
underground in 
pre-existing cavities. 
Queens forage for 
nectar and pollen in 
early spring when the 
first flowering plants are in bloom. As the queen’s 
colony grows, she stays hidden in her nest while her 
workers forage to feed the short-lived colony. The 
queen, and her young die in late summer, leaving 
only new generation queens to hibernate through 
the winter.

Many bumble bee species are easy to breed, 
but some like the yellow-banded have highly-

specific needs that makes it more of a challenge.
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