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The “Butcher Bird”

What is a shrike?



Loggerhead vs. Northern Shrike



Northern Mockingbird

Townsend’s Solitaire

Eastern Kingbird

Clark’s Nutcracker







Plight of the Lanius 
ludovicianus migrans
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1st Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas 

• Conducted 1981-1985

• Found in 145 plots



Plight of the Lanius 
ludovicianus migrans

2nd Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas 

• Conducted 2001-2005

• Found in 38 plots
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Limiting factors:

• Habitat loss
• Predation
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• Pesticides
• Climate change
• Disease (WNV)
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We save animals 
from extinction 

by providing 
hands-on care

Conservation 
breeding and release

Head-starting

Translocation 
& 

reintroduction

What are we doing to help?



wildlifepreservation.ca

Canada’s last 
defence for 
endangered 
species. 

One Plan Approach



Recovery approach:

A thriving population of 
Loggerhead Shrikes in eastern 
Canada that lives in harmony 

with local communities



Loggerhead Shrike Recovery

• Habitat stewardship
• Conservation breeding
• Population monitoring
• Range-wide collaboration



Habitat stewardship



Habitat needs:
1. Nest sites
2. Perches
3. Hunting areas
4. Impaling sites



Habitat needs:
1. Nest sites
2. Perches
3. Hunting areas
4. Impaling sites



Habitat needs:
1. Nest sites
2. Perches
3. Hunting areas
4. Impaling sites



Habitat needs:
1. Nest sites
2. Perches
3. Hunting areas
4. Impaling sites



~4m high



Habitat needs:
1. Nest sites
2. Perches
3. Hunting areas
4. Impaling sites



Habitat needs:
1. Nest sites
2. Perches
3. Hunting areas
4. Impaling sites



Habitat needs:
1. Nest sites
2. Perches
3. Hunting areas
4. Impaling sites



Habitat needs:
1. Nest sites
2. Perches
3. Hunting areas
4. Impaling sites



Habitat needs:
1. Nest sites
2. Perches
3. Hunting areas
4. Impaling sites





Habitat needs:
1. Nest sites
2. Perches
3. Hunting areas
4. Impaling sites



Habitat stewardship
Cattle fencing Water systems

Shrub thining/piling
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Conservation Breeding and Release



Carden Napanee









Canada’s last 
defense for 
endangered 
species. 

Soft-release of young:
• Acclimation time
• Pre-release training
• Supplementary food
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2017 2018



• Over 1300 captive-bred juveniles released

• Strong partnerships with facilities in 
Canada and the US 

• Captive juvenile return rates up to 15% 
(average > 8% since 2012)

• Captive-origin birds making up ~33% of 
birds found in Ontario

• Wild pairings with a captive-origin bird 
contributing up to 50% of fledglings

What we’ve accomplished





Wild population monitoring











Limiting factors:
• Habitat loss
• Predation
• Road-related mortality
• Pesticides
• Climate change
• Disease (WNV)





Second nest attempt

2022 nest tree



Limiting factors:
• Habitat loss
• Predation
• Road-related mortality
• Pesticides
• Climate change
• Disease (WNV)













Range-wide collaboration





Species Conservation Planning

Multi-stakeholder participatory workshop to aid in long-term 
recovery planning



Project partners:
• Private landowners
• Community membersLocal

• Carden Forum
• Napanee Plain Joint InitiativeRegional

• Loggerhead Shrike Recovery 
TeamNational

• Loggerhead Shrike Working 
GroupInternational



What can you do to help?



Be a Good Steward



Volunteer



Report a Sighting

Email us at 
birds@wildlifepreservation.ca!



Birdwatch Safely



Join our Adopt-A-Site Program



Donate

https://wildlifepreservation.ca/ways-to-give/

https://wildlifepreservation.ca/donate/



Questions?

h.hess@wildlifepreservation.ca

Canada’s last 
defence for 
endangered 
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